The Wheathampstead Tithe Map and Schedule 1841
The principle of tithe payments was established in Anglo-Saxon England, ie before the
Norman Conquest. Originally, it required that one tenth of farm produce should be paid to
the local priest each year, though payments were sometimes made to a monastery and,
after the dissolution of the monasteries in the 16th century, the right to receive tithes was in
some cases transferred to private landlords.
Over time, some tithe owners agreed with tithe payers that the tithe could be paid in cash
rather than in produce. This arrangement was formalised by the Tithe Commutation Act
1836 which set up arrangements whereby all tithes could be converted to cash payments.
This meant that most ‘tithe districts’ had to draw up a map showing each separate plot or
parcel of land in the district, which was often though not always a parish. The maps had of
course to be both detailed and accurate and had to be approved by commissioners.
Each plot was given a number and an accompanying schedule showed who owned each
plot, the name of the occupier, and a short description of how the land was used.
Most of the surveying and mapping was carried out by 1841, which is the date of the
Wheathampstead tithe map and schedule. This can be viewed at HALS, together with the
schedule.
The Society has several copies of this map, including a set of three which a member of the
Harpenden History Society has painstakingly colour-coded, one to show owners, one to
show occupiers, and one to show land use.
The copies are not always easy to decipher, especially where there are several small plots
close together, as in the village High Street. We are fortunate that a member of the
Harpenden History Society has redrawn this section of the original map, as shown on the
next page. This is followed by two pages transcribed from the schedule.
Note: by coincidence, the first census was carried out in 1841, which makes it possible to
cross-reference between these two sources.

